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to do our job. And I will reflect back on
this day when Congressman JEFFRIES
and I stood at this Congressional Black
Caucus Special Order Hour and we said,
the work continues, and why it matters
in African American communities that
we vote.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, nearly 51 years ago the Voting
Rights Act (VRA) was signed into law to pro-
hibit racial discrimination in voting. It was a
defining moment in our nation’s history that
would send a clear message that all voters
should have free and fair access to the polls
in the United States. The Voting Rights Act
became a powerful tool of our democracy that
protected voter participation of individuals from
all backgrounds. It has given a voice to pre-
viously disenfranchised voters, particularly that
of minorities who would otherwise be left out
of the political process.

Since the passage of the VRA, various
groups and individuals have endeavored to re-
verse those protections. In 2013 the U.S., Su-
preme Court ultimately struck down a key en-
forcement component of the VRA as unconsti-
tutional. This decision has enabled a number
of states across the country to move forward
with discriminatory voter laws, the effects of
which have not yet been fully realized.

Texas is one of 21 states that have imple-
mented new restrictions on voting since the
2010 midterm election. Texas first passed two
harsh voter mandates in 2012, which were ul-
timately blocked under Section 5 of the VRA.
Texas re-implemented these laws requiring
valid photo identification at the polls following
the Supreme Court ruling—the first time a
photo ID was required to vote in a federal
election in 2014. The consequences in Texas
alone have been dire and disproportionately
impact minority voters. The U.S. Department
of Justice originally estimated that the Texas
law could prevent as many as 600,000 voters
from casting their votes at the polls.

The African American community has faced
many barriers to voting throughout our history.
During the height of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, thousands of protesters marched across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge from Selma to
Montgomery, Alabama in order to protest the
racial injustices in voting. The will of the peo-
ple ultimately prevailed, resulting in the signing
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 just five short
months after the final march. It was an impor-
tant struggle that still serves as a lesson for us
today.

Voter disenfranchisement poses an incred-
ible threat to the electoral process. The nation-
wide efforts to create barriers to voting have
highlighted the importance of the protections
afforded under the VRA. Voting is the principle
means through which Americans can have a
voice in the political process. It allows us to
elect candidates who share a common vision
for bettering our nation and advancing our so-
cial and economic progress. These efforts to
disenfranchise voters stand contrary to our
democratic principles as a nation and it is im-
perative that we fight to reinstate voter protec-
tions for all, which have only served to
strengthen our democracy and engage voters
in the political process.
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DECLARATION OF GENOCIDE
COMMITTED BY ISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is al-
ways an honor to be able to speak on
this hallowed floor.

A report was made earlier today enti-
tled, ‘‘House Poised to Declare ISIS
Committing Genocide Against Chris-
tians, Other Minorities.”” And, in fact,
this report says: ‘“The House is poised
Monday to approve a resolution that
declares the Islamic State is commit-
ting genocide against Christians and
other religious minorities in the Mid-
dle East—putting even more pressure
on the Obama administration to do the
same ahead of a deadline later this
week.

“The resolution passed the House
Foreign Affairs Committee with unani-
mous support and is expected to pass
the House with bipartisan backing.

“The resolution comes to a vote
Monday evening, just days after the re-
lease of a graphic new report by the
Knights of Columbus and In Defense of
Christians on ISIS atrocities. The re-
port made the case that the terror
campaign against Christians and other
minorities in Syria, Iraq, and other
parts of the Middle East is, in fact,
genocide.

‘“‘When ISIS systematically targets
Christians, Yazidis, and other ethnic
and religious minorities for extermi-
nation, this is not only a grave injus-
tice—it is a threat to civilization
itself,” Representative Jeff Forten-
berry, Republican, Nebraska, said in a
statement. ‘We must call the violence
by its proper name: genocide.’

“The resolution will be voted on
ahead of the congressionally mandated
March 17 deadline for the Secretary of
State John Kerry and the White House
to make a decision on whether to make
such a declaration. The measure is an
effort to force the administration’s
hand on the issue, as the administra-
tion has so far declined to take an offi-
cial position.

‘“‘Christians, Yazidis, and other be-
leaguered minority groups can find new
hope in this transpartisan, ecumenical
alliance against ISIS’ barbaric on-
slaught,” Fortenberry, who is co-chair-
man of the Religious Minorities of the
Middle East Caucus and represents
America’s largest Yazidi community,
said in the statement.”

So the measure received the backing
of the House Republican leadership,
PAUL RYAN, calling on the Obama ad-
ministration to take action like recent
attacks against Christians.

The article goes on, from
foxnews.com, indicating: ‘It is rare for
Congress to make a genocide deter-
mination.

“In addition to the genocide resolu-
tion, the House is expected to vote on
a measure to create an international
tribunal to try ISIS members accused
of atrocities.”
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Mr. Speaker, it is pleasing to report
that H. Con. Res. 75, expressing the
sense of Congress that the atrocities
perpetrated by ISIL—that is, the Is-
lamic State; and it has used different
names, ISIS, ISIL—against religious
and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria
include war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity and genocide, that passed by
393 yeas and zero nays.

It is deeply troubling that although
this House, in a bipartisan way, could
vote 393 for this resolution and zero
against, that Secretary of State John
Kerry and President Barack Obama are
having trouble deciding what they
should do.

Gee, is it possible they might just no-
tice that in the House of Representa-
tives we came together unanimously
and said what ISIS has been doing is
genocide?

For heaven’s sake, for the sake of the
Christians, the Yazidis, the Jews in the
area, is it too much to ask that this
United States administration take no-
tice that there is a genocide going on?

And though the administration is not
doing much of anything about it, is it
too much to ask that this administra-
tion at least call it what it is; that this
House, on both sides of the aisle,
unanimously said the same thing?

Is it too much to ask, even if you are
not going to fight the genocide, at
least call it what it is, then that will
embolden others with courage to stand
up and fight more fearlessly? Is that
too much to ask?

I hope and pray not, Mr. Speaker.

In the meantime, what we find here
at home, while we are still having the
administration struggle over whether
to call genocide genocide, we have a re-
port from ICE, the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, ICE, it is re-
vealed that 124 illegal immigrant
criminals released from jail by the
Obama administration since 2010 have
been subsequently charged with mur-
der.

The Center for Immigration Studies
report on the data from ICE to the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee added that
the committee is not releasing the
names of these masses of murder sus-
pects.

‘“‘The criminal aliens released by
ICE in these years—who had already
been convicted of thousands of
crimes—are responsible for a signifi-
cant crime spree in American commu-
nities, including 124 new homicides
after the thousands of crimes they
have already committed before ICE re-
leased them. Inexplicably, ICE is
choosing to release some criminal
aliens multiple times,’ said the report
written by CIS’ respected Director of
Policy Studies, Jessica M. Vaughan.

‘“‘She added that 75 percent were re-
leased due to court orders or because
their countries wouldn’t take them
back.

“What’s more, her report said that in
2014, ICE released 30,5568 criminal
aliens”’—that is illegal immigrants in
the United States who committed



H1342

criminal atrocities—‘ ‘who had been
convicted already when they were re-
leased of 92,347 crimes.”’

Wow. As the world suffers, as this ad-
ministration cannot determine wheth-
er or not to call the genocide of Chris-
tians and other minority groups geno-
cide; at the same time, it has been hard
at work, out of those thousands, tens of
thousands of aliens who have com-
mitted over 92,000 criminal acts against
Americans here in this country, the ad-
ministration has been hard at work
and deported 3 percent of the tens of
thousands of aliens illegally here who
have committed over 92,000 crimes, and
this administration has deported 3 per-
cent.
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So much for protecting Americans
against all enemies foreign and domes-
tic.

This article from Paul Bedard says:
‘““Her analysis is the latest shocking re-
view of Obama’s open-border immigra-
tion policy. And despite the high num-
ber of illegal immigrants charged with
murder, the list doesn’t include those
released by over 300 so-called ’sanc-
tuary cities’ and those ICE declined to
even take into custody.

‘‘She said that 124 criminal aliens re-
leased by ICE between 2010 and 2015
were charged with murder during that
period and ’associated with 250 dif-
ferent communities in the TUnited
States, with the most clustered in Cali-
fornia, New York, and Texas.’”’

I would assert parenthetically, Mr.
Speaker, for those that are not Cali-
fornia, New York, and Texas, you can-
not think for a minute that this is not
already in your State. If you haven’t
heard about, it is coming.

This says: ‘““In a memo about the sub-
sequent crimes of released illegals to
Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen-
ator CHUCK GRASSLEY, ICE said, 'The
aliens were charged with a total of 135
homicide-related crimes subse-
quent’”—for my liberal friends, that
means after—“’to release from ICE cus-
tody. As of July 25, 2015, a total of 39
convictions have resulted from these
homicide-related charges. Of the 121
total aliens, 2 had homicide-related
convictions prior to release from ICE
custody.””

ICE released them knowing that they
already had homicide-related convic-
tions, and they were released to Kkill
again upon the American public.
Though they violated our laws to get
here and they violate our laws to stay
here, this administration has seen to
their release upon the American public
further.

‘“Vaughan added that 'ICE reported
that there are 156 criminal aliens who
were released at least twice by ICE
since 2013. Between them, these crimi-
nals had 1,776 convictions’’—that kind
of sounds patriotic. Since 2013, ICE has
released 1,776 criminals with 1,776 con-
victions before they are released in
2013, including burglary, larceny, you
know, those things that hurt America.
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This article from cis.org also says:
“Only a tiny percentage of the released
criminals have been removed—most re-
ceive the most generous forms of due
process available and are allowed to re-
main at large, without supervision,
while they await drawn-out immigra-
tion hearings. They are permitted to
take advantage of this inefficient proc-
essing even though they are more like-
ly to re-offend than they are to be
granted legal status.”

Further down it says: ‘““Some aliens
had multiple ZIP Codes associated with
them in ICE’s system, so the records
include more ZIP Codes than the 121 in-
dividual criminal aliens charged’—
with murder—‘‘through 2014. Three
more were charged in 2015; ICE did not
provide their ZIP Codes...ICE reported
there are 156 criminal aliens who were
released at least twice by ICE since
2013.”

That, of course, was in the other arti-
cle.

It goes on to say: “ICE has previously
disclosed that 75 percent of the homi-
cidal criminal aliens were released due
to court orders.”

Most of those would be immigration
judges who sit at the discretion of the
Attorney General of the United States.
So perhaps people can let our Attorney
General know that they would like our
Attorney General to pick some immi-
gration judges who might actually en-
force our law instead of forgo the law
so criminal aliens can commit more
crimes against Americans.

I know, I understand there is so much
going on, it is difficult to deal with all
these issues at the same time, and that
is why the administration is struggling
so whether or not to officially say that
the genocide going on in the Middle
East of Christians and other minorities
is actually genocide. It is just taking
so much brain power. Even though in
here it was 393-0, the administration
right down on Pennsylvania Avenue
here just can’t decide if it really might
be genocide or not.

“In a separate communication, ICE
provided a list of the countries that
currently are uncooperative in accept-
ing their deported citizens: Afghani-
stan, Algeria, Burundi, Cape Verde,
China, Cuba, Eritrea, Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea, India, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast,
Liberia, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Mo-
rocco, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South
Sudan, and Zimbabwe.”’

Gee, Cuba?

It is a real shame that as this admin-
istration negotiated all the things that
it was going to give to and do for Cuba
that they didn’t apparently bring this
issue up: Oh, by the way, the criminal
aliens that you have had come into our
country are coming back to your coun-
try because they are your citizens ille-
gally in our country. They are coming
back to you, like it or not.

Apparently, I guess maybe with all
the concentration on whether genocide
is genocide, they weren’t able to re-
member to bring that up to Cuba or to
China.
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In Afghanistan, one of my Muslim
friends who is a great leader there in
Afghanistan pointed out a few years
ago when he was talking about the le-
verage that the United States has and
should use to get Afghanistan to do the
right thing by its people and by the
United States, I said: Well, why do you
think—this was in a visit in Afghani-
stan. I said: Why do you think we have
much leverage? This is a few years ago.
He said: Do you know what our annual
budget is for the government in Af-
ghanistan? No. I didn’t know. He said:
Around 12 billion American dollars. Do
you know how much of that the United
States provides? He said: We provide
about 1% billion of our 12. You provide
most of the rest of it. He said: Yes, you
have got plenty of leverage.

But, apparently, this administration,
maybe again they are so flustered in
trying to decide if ISIS, who has ex-
pressly indicated they want to wipe out
all Christians and they want to wipe
Israel off the map, they are trying to
decide if that means that is really a
genocide, so they haven’t had time to
notice that we have massive leverage
over the Afghan Government to get
them to do the right thing and take
back their criminal aliens that are in
this country illegally and send them
back and take them; otherwise, the 10,
12 of your budget that we provide may
not get provided anymore.

But again, I know this administra-
tion doesn’t want to offend people that
are Kkilling American citizens. I get
that. It is special being that sensitive.

Algeria, China, India, Iran, Mr.
Speaker, I just can’t help but wonder
if, before the President authorized $100
billion to $150 billion going to Iran, if
maybe it occurred in someone’s mind:
Do you know what? I am going to save
some American lives by forcing Iran to
take back the criminal aliens from
Iran that are not lawfully here in the
United States.

I wonder if anybody in this adminis-
tration maybe thought about that. Did
they think about it and send the Presi-
dent the message and it just didn’t get
to the President? Or it didn’t get to
John Kerry, and they didn’t think
about it on their own: Gee, do you
know what? We know Iran has already
said they are going to spend some of
that $100 billion, $150 billion on weap-
ons systems on more terror groups like
Hamas and Hezbollah. Yeah, they have
said that we are going to spend more
money on all these things. We Kknew
that. Did it occur that that is bad
enough that you are giving money that
is going to be used to kill Americans,
Christians, Jews, Yazidis, it is going to
be used to terrorize the world? Maybe
you could have helped American citi-
zens out by saying: And, by the way,
before we release it, you are going—and
never mind that they violated the
agreement over and over—but you,
Iran, are going to need to accept back
the criminal aliens from your country
that are killing and terrorizing Ameri-
cans in our country illegally.
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Did nobody think of that? It is in-
credible, just incredible. Americans are
suffering.

Then we get this report from cis.org
that 61 million immigrants and their
children, young children, now live in
the United States. Now, most of those,
I think 43 million or so, are here le-
gally. But it is worth noting that the
number of immigrants and their chil-
dren grew six times faster than our Na-
tion’s population between 1970 and 2015.

From 1970 to 2015, our United States
population has grown by 59 percent.
That is a good, healthy growth. In the
meantime, the percentage of immigra-
tion growth, or the number of immi-
grants in the United States—first gen-
eration, that is. Most all, everybody
here, even Native Americans weren’t
native probably at one time. They have
come across somewhere. But first-gen-
eration immigrants who actually im-
migrated in with children, that number
has grown by 353 percent over that
same period.

In many States, the increase in the
number of immigrants and their minor
children from 1970 to 2015 has been
nothing short of astonishing. In Geor-
gia, the population grew 3,058 percent;
whereas, before that, it grew from
55,000 immigrants to 1.75 million immi-
grants. That is just in Georgia. So the
immigrant level grew 20 times faster,
25 times faster, than the overall State
population.

So thank God for immigration.
Thank God for legal immigration, that
is. But when we abandon the rule of
law and don’t give ourselves time to
welcome legal immigrants into this
country and educate them—there is a
reason that they have to be educated
and are supposed to learn our language
and supposed to learn some history, be-
cause there is a tremendous amount of
responsibility that comes with the
right to vote. You need to understand
how you say what Ben Franklin said
was ‘‘a republic, Madam, if you can
keep it.” You cannot keep a republic if
you don’t educate people that are com-
ing in and who are foreign to the idea
of the responsibilities of maintaining a
republic. You don’t keep it. You can’t
keep it.

On the wave of that came this edi-
torial from Dan Hannan, a member of
the European Parliament, dated today.
Apparently, he spent part of last sum-
mer volunteering in a hostel for under-
age migrants in the south of Italy. He
talks about the migrants that came in.

He says: ‘I have seen refugee col-
umns before, and they tend to be made
up disproportionately of women and
children. Of the boat people landed by
the coast guard while I was in Italy,
more than 80 percent were young men.
Young men who, I noticed, took out
smartphones when they disembarked
and looked for Wi-Fi so as to tell their
relatives’ how good it was.
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He says:
““‘Official policy in Europe is based on
a misdiagnosis. The migrants are treat-
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ed as refugees, and there is an implicit
assumption that their displacement is
somehow our fault. In the weirdly nar-
cissistic tradition of the Left, the West
is simultaneously blamed for having
intervened in Libya and for not having
intervened in Syria. But the lads I was
working with in Italy were from coun-
tries that we never bombed—except
with aid money.”

Mr. Speaker, it is time we look seri-
ously at the oath every Member of Con-
gress, the Senate, the President, the
Vice President, everybody in elected
Federal office takes. We are supposed
to defend this Constitution. That
means we are to provide for the com-
mon defense against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic. It is high time we
took that more seriously.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 1755. An act to amend title 36, United
States Code, to make certain improvements
in the congressional charter of the Disabled
American Veterans.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 1172. An act to improve the process of
presidential transition.

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from
competitive service certificates.

S. 1826. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James
‘““Maggie’” Megellas Post Office.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 47 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 15, 2016, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4632. A letter from the Acting Director,
Legislative Affairs, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s
Major final rule — Conservation Stewardship
Program [Docket No.: NRCS-2014-0008] (RIN:
0578-AA63) received March 10, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

4633. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Legal, Federal Deposit

H1343

Insurance Corporation, transmitting the
Corporation’s joint interim final rules — Ex-
panded Examination Cycle for Certain Small
Insured Depository Institutions, and U.S.
Branches and Agencies of Foreign Banks
(RIN: 3064-AE42) received March 9, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

4634. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Reactor Reg-
ulation, Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final evalua-
tion of vendor submittal — Summary of
BWRVIP-18 Review in Support of GAO-001 re-
ceived March 9, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4635. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting a notice of the Air
Force’s Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer
and Acceptance to the Government of Indo-
nesia, Transmittal No. 15-81, pursuant to 2
U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(b)
(as amended by Public Law 106- 113, Sec.
1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

4636. A letter from the Director, Presi-
dential Appointments, Department of State,
transmitting notifications of nine federal va-
cancies, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public
Law 105-277, 1561(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

4637. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative Action,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Rights-of-Way on Indian Land
[156A2100DD/A AKC001030/A0A501010.999900
2563G] (RIN: 1076-AF20) received March 10,
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat.
868); to the Committee on Natural Resources.

4638. A letter from the Secretary, Judicial
Conference of the United States, transmit-
ting the Report of the Proceedings of the Ju-
dicial Conference of the United States for
the September 17, 2015, session and Sep-
tember 9, 2015, special session, pursuant to 28
U.S.C. 331; to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.

4639. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Office
of the General Counsel (02REG), National
Cemetery Administration, Department of
Veterans Affairs, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Applicants for VA Memo-
rialization Benefits (RIN: 2900-A095) received
March 10, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

4640. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Office
of the General Counsel (02REG), Veterans
Health Administration, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Vet Centers (RIN: 2900-AP21) re-
ceived March 10, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); ; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

4641. A letter from the Chief Impact Ana-
lyst, Office of Regulation Policy, Office of
the General Counsel (02REG), Veterans
Health Administration, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Veterans Transportation Service
(RIN: 2900-A092) received March 10, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

4642. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau, Department of the Treasury,
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